
Core Competencies
and the 

Student Self Assessment



What are the Core Competencies?

The Core Competenciesare a set of 
intellectual, personal, social, and 
emotional skills and abilities that all 
students need to develop so that 
they can engage in deep, life-long 
learning. 



What are the Core Competencies?

ÅCore Competencies are not course-specific ς
by taking an assortment of classes and subjects 
throughout your years in school, you will have 
the opportunity to develop your competencies 
in a variety of ways.

ÅEverypiece of work you do in a class helps 
you develop in at least one core competency



What are the Core Competencies?

There are six Core Competencies:

ÅCommunication

ÅCreative Thinking

ÅCritical Thinking

ÅPositive Personal and Cultural Identity

ÅPersonal Awareness and Responsibility

ÅSocial Responsibility



Student-Led Interview

ÅThe Ministry of Education has mandated 
that all students in Kindergarten through 
Grade 9 assess themselves on the Core 
Competencies by the end of this school year

ÅThis Self-Assessment is meant to be a 
reflection and celebration of your learning 
and development in the Core Competencies 



Student-Led Interview

ÅAt Moscrop, the Self-Assessment will be 
held in a student-led interview format at the 
end of May

ÅYou will meet with a teacher to reflect on 
Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ hb9 ƻǊ ¢²h 
of the Core Competencies of your choice



Student-Led Interview

ÅStart thinking about an assignment you want to 
use for your interview

ÅThis assembly will show you several examples 
to help you get an idea of what would work!

ÅNote: if you have anxiety over meeting with 
a teacher you may not know, please let 
your counselor know



COMMUNICATION

How students exchange 
information, experiences and 
ideas.



COMMUNICATION
ÅConnect and engage with others (to share 
and develop ideas)

ÅAcquire, interpret, and present information 
(includes inquiries)

ÅCollaborate to plan, carry out, and review 
constructions and activities

ÅExplain/recount and reflect on experiences 
and accomplishments



COMMUNICATION
ÅI ask and respond to simple, direct questions.

ÅI present information clearly and in an 
organized way.

ÅI can take on roles and responsibilities in a 
group.

ÅI can recount simple experiences and 
activities and tell something I learned.



English example

Å!ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘΥ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ άƘƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΚέ

ÅCore Competencies covered: communication, creative thinking 

ÅOriginal song by Lana Hui

Åhttps:// youtu.be/GeDwdwzR9R4

https://youtu.be/GeDwdwzR9R4


Music example

ÅAssignment: work in small groups and demonstrate non verbal 
communication between players and communication of mood to the 
audience

ÅCore Competencies covered: 
communication, creative thinking 

ÅArtists: Ariel and Edward



French example

ÅAssignment: French speech "Concoursd'art Oratoire" 

ÅDetails: Speaks clearly and distinctively with native-like fluency, uses a 
variety of clear, concise and descriptive language, makes an argument 
using evidence and reasoning to support it, generates new ideas to 
problem solve.

ÅCore Competencies covered: communication, creative thinking, 
critical thinking

Å



CREATIVE THINKING

How students generate new 
ideas and take them from 
thought to reality.



CREATIVE THINKING

ÅIdeas have novelty and value

ÅGenerating ideas

ÅDeveloping ideas



CREATIVE THINKING
ÅI generate new ideas as I pursue my 
interests.

ÅI have interest and passions that 
I pursue over time.

ÅI use my experiences with various 
steps and attempts to direct my 
future work.



ADST 8 (Business Ed) example

ÅAssignment: use basic coding with Scratch to create a computer 
character that moves in a scene/cartoon with sound

ÅCore Competencies covered: creative thinking, and several students 
also chose to highlight Social Responsibility with themes 
surrounding friendships and bullying

Åhttps://scratch.mit.edu/projects/140849848/

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/140849848/


ADST 8 (Home Ec) example

ÅAssignment: create a design for a stuffy and make it!

ÅCore Competencies covered: creative thinking and critical thinking



French example

ÅAssignment: create a preview of a short story read in class

ÅCore Competencies covered: creative thinking and communication

ÅJe Bouquine ROMAN-L'affaire du zoo (Bande Annonce) (Joey Lam)

Åhttps://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9ZzSDT29bCnOGh5TVl4NHZkT
Wc

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9ZzSDT29bCnOGh5TVl4NHZkTWc


CRITICAL THINKING

How students make judgements 
based on reasoning and available 
information.



CRITICAL THINKING

ÅAnalyze and critique

ÅQuestion and investigate

ÅDevelop and design



CRITICAL THINKING
ÅI can analyze evidence from 
different perspectives.

ÅI can evaluate the credibility of 
sources of information.

ÅI can experiment with different 
ways of doing things.



Social Studies example
ÅAssignment: Social Action in Action: An Examination and Analysis of an Event

ÅDetails: research an event involving social action and create a presentation to be 
shared during a Gallery Walk

ÅCore Competencies covered: communication, critical thinking, social 
responsibility



English example

ÅAssignment: 
Annotated poem

ÅDetails: students were asked 
to use critical and creative 
thinking to explore and 
analyze a poem

ÅCore Competencies covered: 
communication, critical 
thinking, creative thinking



Math example

ÅAssignment: basic math 
problem

ÅDetails: Taking only the 
integers from 1 to 12 to form 
a product, what numbers 
from 1 to 100 can you not 
create?

ÅCore Competencies covered: 
critical thinking



Science example

ÅAssignment: all science lab experiments 

ÅDetails: students are asked to form a hypothesis (creative/critical 
thinking), decide on relevant factors and observations (critical 
thinking), analyze results to formulate a conclusion (critical thinking), 
and ultimately communicate those results

ÅStudents will be reminded in their Science 8 and Science 9 classes 
what skills and competencies they areusing on a regular basis 
and be asked to complete a checklist a number of times 
throughout the year.

ÅCore Competencies covered: communication, creative 
thinking, critical thinking



POSITIVE PERSONAL AND 
CULTURAL IDENTITY
How students create healthy 
personal and cultural awareness 
in a pluralistic society.



ÅRelationships and cultural contexts 
help to shape who you are

ÅPersonal values and choices

ÅPersonal strengths and abilities

POSITIVE PERSONAL AND 
CULTURAL IDENTITY



ÅI can describe my family and 
community.

ÅI can tell what is important to me.

ÅI can describe/express my attributes, 
characteristics, and skills.

POSITIVE PERSONAL AND 
CULTURAL IDENTITY



Social Studies example

ÅAssignment: 
Your Family Immigration Experience

ÅDetails: Interview a family member about 
their decision to come to Canada, write a 
report that describes their experiences and 
analyses the push and pull factors that led 
them to move, and create a visual timeline 
that highlights this process and transition

ÅCore Competencies covered: positive 
personal and cultural identity, critical 
thinking, communication


